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Maundy Thursday 

“God meets us in bread, wine and water” 

Thursday, April 17, 2025 

(* indicates the assembly stands) 

 
Gathering  

Prelude “Arabesque Op. 6, No. 4” G. Karganov 

Words of Welcome & Service Announcements 

*Confession and Forgiveness   p. 258 

Laying on of Hands 

People may come forward for the laying on of hands and personal forgiveness. 

Hymns During the Laying on of Hands  

Hymn 358     “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” 

Hymn 708     “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”  

*Greeting 

*Prayer of the Day  

Word  

First Reading  Exodus 16:2-4, 9-21, 31, 35  

Solo “O Love, Be Deep” W. MacNutt 

Second Reading  Romans 6:1-5                                                       

*Gospel Acclamation “Let your Steadfast Love” p. 125 

*Gospel   Luke 22:1-23  

Homily 

*Hymn of the Day 494  “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” 
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Footwashing 

All are welcome forward, remembering Jesus’ call to love and serve one another. This 

symbolic action has been practiced in the church since at least the 7th century. You will 

be directed where to sit if you would like to participate. The ministers will wash feet. 

Please aid by removing your socks and shoes. 

Hymns during the Footwashing  

Hymn 642     “Ubi Caritas Et Amor” 

Hymn 659     “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” 

Hymn 359     “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 

*Prayers of Intercession   

*Peace 

Meal 

*Offering Hymn 186  “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 

*Great Thanksgiving   p. 129 

*Holy, Holy, Holy  p. 130 

*Thanksgiving at the Table II 

*Lord’s Prayer (Our Father in heaven…)       p. 134 

Lamb of God  p. 135 

Communion Hymn (see page 4)   “Three Holy Days Enfold Us Now”  

Table Blessing 

Prayer after Communion 

Stripping of the Altar & Reading of Psalm 88   

The altar is stripped, the Psalm is read by the Lector, and finally the lights are dimmed. The 

emptying of the sanctuary is a metaphor for both Christ and the church being emptied for 

death. You are invited to remain seated or kneeling in quiet prayer and meditation before 

departing in silence.  

Cover image © 2025 Church Anew. Used with permission. Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 

2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual Li-

cense #SB142079 

http://Seasons.com


 

4 

Text © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-733192, valid for: 04/18/2024– 04/19/2025 



 

5 

Important Information for today’s worship  

• Offering: Please place your offering in one of the offering plates in the Narthex 

(entranceway) upon entering. The offering plates will be presented at the High Al-

tar during the service.  

• Downstairs Washrooms can be accessed via any of the staircases. There is one 

wheelchair accessible washroom, and the rest are all-gender washrooms.  A further 

all-gender washroom is also available via the west stair tower door (front left of 

the Sanctuary) on the same level. Turn right at the hallway. 

Worship Notes 

In our prayers Kevin, Betty, George, Anneke, Judy, Clare, Yvonne, Jeanette, Meaghan, 

Henry, Maureen and John.  

God meets us in bread, wine, and water. God promises to meet us in, with, and under 

simple elements of daily life. At a table that Jesus sets, God forgives us and feeds us 

with love eternal. In water and promise, God brings us to new life and breathes in us 

gifts that help the world. Through these ordinary elements, God does some truly ex-

traordinary things. We can delight in God’s goodness and all across creation, seeing 

God in a beautiful sunset, the laugh of a small child, or the warmth of a fire, trusting we 

can always return to bread, wine, and water, where God will always be waiting for us. 

Leading Worship Today 

Minister: Pastor Sebastian Meadows-Helmer 

Assisting Minister: Scott Kuschnereit 

Diaconal Minister of Music: Deacon Scott Knarr 

Choral Scholar: Sarah Hu-A-Kam 

Building Monitor: Don Robins (519-502-2099) 
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JOIN OUR MAILING LIST 

Get the newsletter and email updates on  

upcoming church events, announcements,  

Contact Information  

Office: 519-742-0462         stmattskw.com  

  

Rev. Carey Meadows-Helmer Ext. 3 pastorcarey@stmattskw.com 

  

Rev. Sebastian Meadows-Helmer Ext. 2 pastorsebastian@stmattskw.com 

  

Deacon Scott Knarr Ext. 4 deaconscott@stmattskw.com 

  

Leanne Vanderhout Ext. 6 lvanderhout@stmattskw.com 

YouTube Facebook Instagram  Donate 

Church Fire Plan For everyone’s awareness, a copy of the Church Fire Plan for safe exit 

from the Sanctuary appears in the back of the worship books. Please take a moment to 

review for your own safety. The AED and a first aid kit are in the hallway by the office. 

mailto:dmalina@bellnet.ca
mailto:lvanderhout@bellnet.ca
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiR99MA_RLNqM4ZnrhWbj3w
https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Lutheran-Church-Kitchener-266814360050413/
https://www.instagram.com/stmattskw/
http://stmattskw.com/donations/
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