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Ash Wednesday 

“Unbroken: A Living Faith” 

Wednesday, March 5, 2025 

(* indicates the assembly stands) 

 
Gathering 

*Hymn 921 (see page 4)     “Return to God”  

*Greeting 

*Prayer of the Day  

Solo “Bist du bei mir” G. Stölzel 

Word  

First Reading  Joel 2:12-17  

Psalm 51:1-17  (see page 5)  (sung responsively by full verse)  

Second Reading  2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10  

*Gospel Acclamation  p. 125  

*Gospel Reading  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  

Sermon 

*Hymn of the Day 920 (see page 7)    “All Things of Dust to Dust Return”  

Invitation to Lent 

Confession of Sin  p. 252 

Imposition of Ashes  p. 254 

*Prayers of Intercession  A: receive our prayer.  

*Peace  

Meal 

*Offering Hymn 186  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”  
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*Great Thanksgiving  p. 129 

*Thanksgiving at the Table  

*Lord’s Prayer (Our Father in heaven…)       p. 134 

Hymn during Communion 319  “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”  

*Concluding Prayer 

Sending                    

General Announcements 

*Blessing 

*Hymn 326   “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” 

*Dismissal   A: Thanks be to God.

Cover image © 2025 Church Anew. Used with permission. Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. 

Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB142079 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting 

and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and re-

turn to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly 

marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, 

we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to 

make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to 

our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the 

world.  

http://Seasons.com
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Church Fire Plan For everyone’s awareness, a copy of the Church Fire Plan for safe exit 

from the Sanctuary appears in the back of the worship books. Please take a moment to 

review for your own safety.  

Text and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-733192, valid for: 04/18/2024– 04/19/2025 
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Psalm  51:1-17  

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

 
2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 

3For I know | my offenses, 
and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 

so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. 
 

5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 

 
6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 

 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
 

8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 

 
9Hide your face | from my sins, 
and blot out | all my wickedness. 

 
10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
 

11Cast me not away | from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 

 
12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. 
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Leading Worship Today 

Minister: Pastor Carey Meadows-Helmer 

Diaconal Minister of Music: Deacon Scott Knarr 

Communion Server: Linda McLellan 

Lector: Gwenanne Jorgenson 

Choral Scholar: Nicole Hamilton 

Broadcast: Jason Smolak 

 
13Let me teach your ways | to offenders, 

and sinners shall be re- | stored to you. 
 

14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation, 
and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness. 

 
15O Lord, o- | pen my lips, 

and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise. 
 

16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would give it. 
You are not pleased | with burnt offering. 

 
17The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit; 

a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not despise. 
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JOIN OUR MAILING LIST 

Get the newsletter and email updates on upcoming church events, an-
nouncements, reminders and service changes.  

 

Contact info@stmattskw.com today! 

Important Information for today’s worship  

• Offering: Please place your offering in one of the offering plates in the Narthex 

(entranceway) upon entering. The offering plates will be presented at the High Al-

tar during the service.  

• The Peace: We support people’s choices for passing of the peace.  

• Exiting: At the end of the service, please remain in place until the end of the post-

lude.  

• Please join us for Fellowship Time after worship in the Community Hall. Use any 

of the staircases (Narthex, west stair tower, parking lot tower) to go down.  

• Downstairs Washrooms can be accessed via any of the staircases. There is one 

wheelchair accessible washroom, and the rest are all-gender washrooms.  A further 

all-gender washroom is also available via the west stair tower door (front left of 

the Sanctuary) on the same level. Turn right at the hallway. 

Worship Notes 

In our prayers Kevin, Betty, George, Anneke, Judy, Clare, Yvonne, Jeanette, Meaghan, 

Henry, Maureen and John.  

All are welcome at the meal where Jesus is present loving and forgiving us. For the 

wine, there is a common cup station and a pouring chalice station (please take an emp-

ty small glass). There is also a small tray of pre-poured grape juice glasses.  Gluten-free 

wafers are also available; please indicate this request to the Pastor. If you would (also) 

like to receive a blessing, please approach the Pastor with your arms crossed over your 

chest. If you’d like to receive Communion in your pew, the pastor will come to you. 

Please let an usher or the pastor know before worship if possible. 
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Contact Information  

  

Office: 519-742-0462         stmattskw.com  

  

Rev. Carey Meadows-Helmer Ext. 3 pastorcarey@stmattskw.com 

  

Rev. Sebastian Meadows-Helmer Ext. 2 pastorsebastian@stmattskw.com 

  

Deacon Scott Knarr Ext. 4 deaconscott@stmattskw.com 

  

Leanne Vanderhout Ext. 6 lvanderhout@stmattskw.com 

YouTube Facebook Instagram  Donate 

mailto:dmalina@bellnet.ca
mailto:lvanderhout@bellnet.ca
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiR99MA_RLNqM4ZnrhWbj3w
https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Lutheran-Church-Kitchener-266814360050413/
https://www.instagram.com/stmattskw/
http://stmattskw.com/donations/
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