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Advent 4 

Sunday, December 22, 2024 

(* indicates the assembly stands) 
 

Gathering 

Prelude “Creator of the Stars of Night” H. Schroeder  

Words of Welcome & Service Announcements 

*Confession and Forgiveness (see page 4) 

*Hymn 254     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

*Lighting of the Advent Wreath  

*Hymn 247      “Come Now, O Prince of Peace”  

*Greeting 

*Kyrie  p. 120 

*Prayer of the Day 

Anthem “Magnificat in G” C.V. Stanford  

Word  

First Reading  Micah 5:2-5a  

Canticle Hymn 552  “Blessed Be The God of Israel” 

Second Reading  Hebrews 10:5-10  

*Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” p. 124 

*Gospel Reading  Luke 1:39-55  

Sermon 

*Hymn of the Day (see page 5)  “Unexpected and Mysterious” 

*Nicene Creed  p. 126 

*Prayers of Intercession  A: receive our prayer 

*Peace 
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Meal 

*Offering Hymn (see page 6)    “We Are Waiting” 

*Offering Prayer 

*Great Thanksgiving   p. 129 

*Holy, Holy, Holy  p. 130 

*Thanksgiving at the Table III  p. 132 

*Lord’s Prayer (Our Father in heaven…)       p. 134 

Lamb of God  p. 135 

Communion Hymns 241, 242 

Table Blessing 

Prayer after Communion   

Sending                    

General Announcements 

*Blessing 

*Hymn 257   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

*Dismissal             A: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” R. Powell 

Cover image and liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SB142079 

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between 

a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, 

the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for 

“the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which 

the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim 

the Lord’s death.”  

http://Seasons.com
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Church Fire Plan For everyone’s awareness, a copy of the Church Fire Plan for safe exit 

from the Sanctuary appears in the back of the worship books. Please take a moment to 

review for your own safety. The AED and a first aid kit are in the hallway by the office. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

P: Blessed be the … 

God of mercy, 

A: we confess that we have sinned. 

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 

We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

P: God of might, 

A: we confess that we have sinned. 

We have turned away from our neighbors. 

We have trusted false promises. 

P: God in our midst, 

A: we confess that we have sinned. 

We plead: come to us. 

Bring your mercy to birth in us. 

P: A righteous branch springs forth: 

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

through † Christ Jesus, 

whose day draws near. 

Amen. 
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The Advent Wreath 

One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and 

winter candle-lighting amid growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images 

found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is an image of everlasting life, a victo-

ry wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as 

a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The 

four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. 

Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen 

branches lead the household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In 

many homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath. 
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Leading Worship Today 

Minister: Rev. Sebastian Meadows-Helmer 

Assisting Minister: Linda McLellan 

Diaconal Minister of Music: Deacon Scott Knarr 

Choral Scholars: Nicole Hamilton, Hannah Swiderski, Sarah Hu-A-Kam, Dylan Siebert 

Solo: Sarah Hu-A-Kam 

Communion Server: Lynda Karn 

Broadcast: Jason Smolak 

Building Monitor: Dennis Diebolt (519-571-4525) 

Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-733192, valid for: 04/18/2024– 04/19/2025 
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General Announcements 

Important Information for today’s worship  

• Offering: Please place your offering in one of the offering plates in the Narthex 

(entranceway) upon entering. The offering plates will be presented at the High Al-

tar during the service.  

• The Peace: We support people’s choices for passing of the peace.  

• Exiting: At the end of the service, please remain in place until the end of the post-

lude.  

• Please join us for Fellowship Time after worship in the Community Hall. Use any 

of the staircases (Narthex, west stair tower, parking lot tower) to go down.  

• Downstairs Washrooms can be accessed via any of the staircases. There is one 

wheelchair accessible washroom, and the rest are all-gender washrooms.  A further 

all-gender washroom is also available via the west stair tower door (front left of 

the Sanctuary) on the same level. Turn right at the hallway. 

Worship Notes 

Please have your 2024 donations to the office before 11:00 am on December 31, 

2024. 

In our prayers George, Anneke, Judy, Clare, Yvonne, Jeanette, Meaghan, Henry, Grace, 

Maureen and John.  

All are welcome at the meal where Jesus is present loving and forgiving us. For the 

wine, there is a common cup station and a pouring chalice station (please take an emp-

ty small glass). There is also a small tray of pre-poured grape juice glasses.  Gluten-free 

wafers are also available; please indicate this request to the Pastor. If you would (also) 

like to receive a blessing, please approach the Pastor with your arms crossed over your 

chest. If you’d like to receive Communion in your pew, the pastor will come to you. 

Please let an usher or the pastor know before worship if possible. 
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If you need to be reimbursed for expenses, please submit receipts by December 31, 

2024. 
 

Boxed Envelopes are ready for pick up outside the church office. 


