St. Matthews Church

WHERE COMMUNITY
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GROWS
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Parts of the Baptism Service

In the service of Holy Baptism, the Christian
assembly participates in God’s saving action,
which is bigger than we realize!

Part of Worship

We celebrate baptism as part of worship because,

in baptism, God “brings those who are baptized
out of death and into life” (Evangelical Lutheran
Worship, p. 226), which we live as members of Christ’s body, the church. “Liv-
ing with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and
obedience to the will of God” (p. 227). The assembly’s presence is one way that
God assures the baptized that we are not alone as we seek to live as Christians
in the world.

Within the service of Holy Communion, baptism follows the hymn of the day
or, when only infants are baptized, it may replace thanksgiving for baptism or
confession and forgiveness. When celebrated after the hymn of the day, bap-
tism signifies the Spirit leading people to faith in response to the promise of
the gospel heard in the readings and proclaimed in the sermon. As part of the
gathering, we remember that in baptism we are born anew as God’s children
and that God sets our feet to follow in “the Way” (Acts 9:2) that brings us to
feast forever at the table of the Lord.

Because the assembly is important, baptism is celebrated so that people can see,
hear, and participate; children might be invited to come to the font. To more
fully participate, some worshipers pay less attention to the worship book or
folder and more attention to what is happening at the font.



Presentation

The pastor reminds us of all that God does in baptism—gives new birth into
a living hope, delivers from sin and death, raises to new life in Jesus Christ,
unites all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anoints with the Holy Spirit,
and joins to God’s mission.

Though parents and sponsors accompany those to be baptized to the font and
present them to the assembly, the Holy Spirit calls and empowers us to receive
God’s grace in baptism, as surely as the Spirit “calls, gathers, enlightens, and
makes holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ
in the one common, true faith” (Luther’s Small Catechism, Evangelical Lutheran
Worship, p. 1162). In response to the Spirit’s call, we join parents and spon-
sors in promising to pray for, welcome, assist, and serve with the baptized as
together we follow Jesus in lives of faith and discipleship. Remembering those
baptized in your personal prayers is a true gift and ministry.

Profession of Faith

“Do you renounce? Do you believe?” God empowers us to reject the forces of
evil, power of sin, and hold of death. By God’s grace at work in the worshiping
assembly, we then boldly join our voices to those around us—and the whole
church—and confess our trust in the triune God. The three renunciations cor-
respond to the three parts of the Apostles’ Creed, suggesting that rejecting evil
and embracing God are two sides of a single action. Especially when infants
are baptized, we can understand what we do as the church speaking on their

behallf.

Thanksgiving at the Font

During the prayer at the font, the church remembers that baptism “is not sim-
ply plain water. Instead, it is water used according to God’s command and con-
nected with God’s word” (Luther’s Small Catechism, Evangelical Lutheran Wor-
ship, p. 1164). We thankfully remember events recorded in scripture in which
God uses water to call forth life, deliver, and save—creation, the flood, Israel
passing through the sea, for example. We recall that Jesus joined us in the water
by being baptized in the Jordan, making all water holy, and that by water and
God’s word, we are joined to Christ’s death and resurrection. Trusting in God’s
promise, we ask God to use this water to deliver, save, and give new life. To



make this connection more explicit, water may be poured or splashed during
the prayer. Some worshipers watch and listen as the pastor prays, recalling the
biblical characters, and listening for God’s actions.

Baptism

By water and the word, the triune God buries us with Christ and raises us to
new life, births us by water and the Spirit, breathes the Holy Spirit into us, and
makes us members of the one body of Christ (Romans 6:2-5; John 3:5; Acts 2:8;
1 Corinthians 12:13). Or, as Martin Luther’s Small Catechism declares, baptism
“brings about forgiveness of sins, redeems from death and the devil, and gives
eternal salvation to all who believe it, as the words and promise of God declare”
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 1165).

Understanding baptism as burial and new birth led the early church to speak
of the font as tomb and womb. Both dying in water and being born from water
involves lots of water. Similarly, the church increasingly uses water generously
to baptize as a declaration of God’s power over sin and death, as well as to
symbolize God washing, drowning, saving, and birthing. While the amount of
water does not effect God’s action, using water generously is a way of celebrat-
ing and appreciating what God does.

God’s Word and Spirit are explicitly connected to the water in the use of the
triune name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The pastor might say, “Narme,
I baptize you,” emphasizing that the assembly through the pastor lends a hand
to what God is doing. The pastor might say, “Name is baptized,” emphasizing
God’s action. In either case, the assembly participates by loudly responding,
“Amen” or joyously singing an acclamation.

Prayer for the Holy Spirit

The church prays that God’s gift of the Holy Spirit, given in baptism, will sus-
tain the baptized in the life of faith and discipleship. This prayer—as well as
laying on of hands, signing with the cross, and giving a lighted candle—is not
a separate or additional part of baptism. God’s gifts of grace in baptism are so
overwhelming that, over time, the church needed additional words and actions
to express and appreciate them. This prayer with the laying on of hands high-
lights God outpouring the Holy Spirit and the Spirit’s sevenfold gifts.



Sign of the Cross

The baptized are marked with the cross of Christ, a sign that they are united
with Christ forever and that, as Paul says, nothing “will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). Being signed
with the cross is also a call to follow in the way of the cross. Using oil to mark
the cross highlights that the baptized are joined to Christ, God’s anointed one,
sealed with the Holy Spirit, and anointed for service in Christ’s royal priest-
hood (1 Peter 2:9). Making the sign of the cross in worship is a way we remem-
ber our own baptism.

Welcome

The assembly’s participation in the welcome gives it meaning. The candle,
which is lit from the paschal candle and given to the newly baptized, visu-
ally connects baptism to Christ’s resurrection and the daily life of the baptized.
Jesus, “the light of the world” (John 8:12), is ours to follow through life and to

reflect in the way we live.

Speaking as a faith community, speaking for the whole church, and speaking
with the cloud of witnesses that surrounds us, the assembly then welcomes
Christ truly risen in the newly baptized and calls them to join the assembly
in following Jesus and participating in God’s mission of reconciling the world
to God’s own self. As one faith community, the assembly embraces baptismal
living as it turns to God in prayer, shares Christ’s peace, and receives the Risen
One in holy communion.

From Washed and Welcome: A Baptism Sourcebook © 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Worship Notes
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Welcome

St. Matthews Lutheran Church BBQ
Sunday, June 12™
After Worship to 12:30 pm

Held in Room 102 & The Courtyard

Enjoy our Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Cool Drinks & Coffee
Fellowship with your Friends & Families




Important Information for todayZ worship
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Thank you for helping to keep all of us as safe as possible during this pan-
demic, by following these directions!
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http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiR99MA_RLNqM4ZnrhWbj3w
https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Lutheran-Church-Kitchener-266814360050413/
https://www.instagram.com/stmattskw/
http://stmattskw.com/donations/
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church

954 BENTON STREET
KITCHENER
N2G 3H2

519.742.046 2

stmattskw.com
info@stmattskw.com



