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Advent 1 

Sunday, December 3, 2023 

(* indicates the assembly stands) 

 
 

Gathering 

Prelude “Freu dich sehr” P. Manz 

Words of Welcome & Service Announcements 

*Hymn 246     “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!” 

*Lighting of the Advent Wreath (see page 4) 

*Hymn 240 v. 1  “Light One Candle” 

*Greeting 

*Kyrie  p. 98   

*Prayer of the Day 

Solo “Come, Thou Dear Redeemer” C. Franck 

Word 

First Reading  Isaiah 64:1-9 

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 (see page 5)  (sung responsively by full verse)  

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

*Gospel Acclamation  p. 102 

*Gospel Reading  Mark 13:24-37  

Gospel Reflection   

*Hymn of the Day (see page 6)      “Come Now, O God” 

Sermon 

*Nicene Creed  p. 104 

*Prayers of Intercession  A: receive our prayer. 
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*Peace 

Thanksgiving 

*Offering Hymn 247   “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” 

Thanksgiving for the Word (see page 7)   

*Lord’s Prayer (Our Father in heaven…)          

Sending                    

General Announcements 

*Blessing 

*Hymn 248   “People, Look East” 

*Dismissal            A: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude “Pastorale on Wachet auf” W. Wold 

Cover image and liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SB142079 

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to 
us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an 
apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus de-
scribing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire 
and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the 
suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the 
heavens and come.  

http://Seasons.com
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Leading Worship Today 

Minister: Rev. Carey Meadows-Helmer 

Diaconal Minister of Music: Deacon Scott Knarr 

Lector: Ivan George 

Advent Wreath: Sangeeth Mrunal Badugu and Stephy Grace Borugadda 

Choral Scholar:  Hannah Swiderski 

Broadcast: Jason Smolak  

Building Monitor: Ron Roeder (519-895-6833) 

The Advent Wreath 

One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and 

winter candle-lighting amid growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images 

found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is an image of everlasting life, a victo-

ry wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as 

a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The 

four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. 

Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen 

branches lead the household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In 

many homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath. (Source: Sunday & Sea-

sons) 

 

First Sunday of Advent 

Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. 

You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. 

You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 

Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. 

We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, 

you hurry to gather all people to your peace. 

Amen. 
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Thanksgiving for the Word 

(Exodus 15; 1 Samuel 2; Psalm 113; Luke 1; John 1) 

 

L: We praise you, O God, for your creating Word! 

You set the foundations of the world 

and gave breath to every living thing. 

There is no Rock like you. 

Blessed be God, forevermore; 

A: our hearts sing of your mercy and might! 

  

L: We praise you, O God, for your liberating Word! 

In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed, 

you guided them by your strength to the land of promise. 

You have lifted up the lowly. 

Blessed be God, forevermore; 

A: our hearts sing of your mercy and might! 

  

L: We praise you, O God, for your life-giving Word! 

Your Word became flesh and lived among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

You have looked with favour on the lowliness of your servants. 

Blessed be God, forevermore; 

A: our hearts sing of your mercy and might! 

  

L: Blessed be God, from this time on and forevermore, 

from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
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With Miriam, Hannah, and Mary, we give you thanks and praise 

for your creating, liberating, and life-giving Word! 

Send us forth in the power of your Spirit 

to sing of your greatness and serve all people, 

following Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

Amen. 

Worship Notes 

In our prayers Jeanette, Meaghan, Henry, Marie, Grace, Maureen and John. 

General Announcements 

The 2024 Offering Envelope Boxes are available for pickup outside the church office. 

 

West Tower Door for Emergency Only. Due to the ongoing construction plan-

ning, when going in to the church house or washrooms, use the west stair tower door 

and stay on that floor. Use the hallway by the office to the stairway to the floor below. 

The stairs in the west tower are closed to the lower level sanctuary and should only be 

used in case of an emergency to exit the building.  

 

Our annual Advent Carol Service takes place tonight at 7 pm. The Sanctuary Choir will 

be joined by guest artist Lori Gemmell, harpist with the former Kitchener-Waterloo 

Symphony, to present selections from Benjamin Britten's A Ceremony of Carols. 
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YouTube Facebook Instagram  Donate 

Important Information for today’s worship  

• Offering: Please place your offering in one of the offering plates in the Narthex 

(entranceway) upon entering. The offering plates will be presented at the High Al-

tar during the service.  

• The Peace: We support people’s choices for passing of the peace.  

• Exiting: At the end of the service, please remain in place until the end of the post-

lude.  

• Please join us for Fellowship Time after worship in room 102! Use the door near-

est to the piano, and follow the signs. 

Fire Exits: All Sanctuary fire exits remain operational during lower-level demolition and 

renovations. This includes the three Narthex (Entrance) doors, the mid-tower door 

(half-way up the right side), and the staircase at the front left, piano side. 
 

Church Fire Plan For everyone’s awareness, a copy of the Church Fire Plan for safe exit 

from the Sanctuary appears in the back of the worship books. Please take a moment to 

review for your own safety.  

Contact Information  

 

Office: 519-742-0462         stmattskw.com  

  

Rev. Carey Meadows-Helmer Ext. 3 pastorcarey@stmattskw.com 

  

Rev. Sebastian Meadows-Helmer  Ext. 2 pastorsebastian@stmattskw.com 

  

Deacon Scott Knarr Ext. 4 deaconscott@stmattskw.com 

  

Leanne Vanderhout Ext. 6 lvanderhout@stmattskw.com 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiR99MA_RLNqM4ZnrhWbj3w
https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Lutheran-Church-Kitchener-266814360050413/
https://www.instagram.com/stmattskw/
http://stmattskw.com/donations/
mailto:dmalina@bellnet.ca
mailto:lvanderhout@bellnet.ca
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